
Whitebait Connection Programme 
Evaluation 
To be completed by coordinator and 
teacher/s 
 

 

 

1. Description of state of knowledge and awareness prior to programme starting 

(students and community)   

 

Quite limited.  There were confusions between freshwater and saltwater – where each 
type was and what animals lived in each different environment. 

Some students knew that frogs and lily pads were in freshwater. 

Some students had some knowledge of NZ freshwater life such as freshwater crayfish and 
Eels – mostly those who had streams or creeks in their own backyards. 

Limited knowledge of vocabulary such as habitats e.g. creek. 

 

 

 

2. Description of freshwater environmental state prior to programme starting 

 

Not much was known about the school creek as there had been no monitoring done 
there.   

Anecdotal stories came out during the course of the study that there was once 
freshwater Crayfish in the creek.  Some students said they’d seen Eels and Frogs down 
there. 

Downstream in the Waitaua River, longterm monitoring has been undertaken by the 
Whitebait Connection and the Northland Regional Council.  It shows that high bacteria 
counts are an issue in this catchment. 

 

 

                  

                  

3. Aim or goal incorporating the WBC concept 

 

Work towards creating awareness of and passion for the school creek restoration project. 

Compare planted and non-planted areas so students can understand why the creek will 
be planted. 

Inspire students into action – kaitiakitanga. 

Potential to link up with other areas that are part of the Waitaua Catchment Restoration 
Network (e.g. Pehiaweri Marae) 

 

 

 



4. Incorporating WBC objectives 

 

Provide hands-on experience 

Name the stream – ownership 

Learn at least three names of freshwater invertebrates and/or fish 

Learn freshwater vocabulary e.g. catchment, habitats, water cycle. 

Learn about the Whitebait lifecycle and what it has to do with the school creek. 

 

5. Learning Outcomes to date 

 

There are things we can do to help the stream – planting and keeping rubbish out. 

Freshwater vocabulary e.g. catchment, habitats, water cycle. 

Developing a caring attitude towards the creek and its inhabitants. 

 

6. Freshwater biodiversity outcomes to date 

 

Collection of baseline data 

Riparian planting of 57 plants (28 Grasses, 20 flax, 9 Cabbage Trees).   

Developing a caring attitude towards the creek and its inhabitants. 

Development of a planting plan 

 

 

7. WBC services 

Fill in WBC teacher evaluation form 

 

 

8. Other observations/notes 

 

Resources that worked well – “Guardians of the Mauri”, Bug ID charts, posters, WBC 
website, Stephanie Bowman Longfin Eel tapestry project, Damselfly lifecycle (National 
Library). 

The hands-on learning was most valuable and was a springboard for most of the learning. 

 

 

 

9. Next steps – progressing the project 

Naming the creek based on class votes (teachers) 

Clear the pines – Steve Bowling (Kim to follow up) or Steve Ua-Marsh (Jacque to follow 
up) 

Continue planting riparian strip without pines (school with help from Kim if required). 

Continue annual monitoring possibly lead by EE group and/or keen parent e.g. Arwin or 
Fran. (Kim to get quote for SHMAK kit). 

 


