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move FORWARD 
2 spaces

move FORWARD 
2 spaces

move FORWARD  
3 spaces

move FORWARD  
2 spaces

move BACK  
3 spaces

the Love  Zone!

congratulations! 
you’re back to...

Well done!  
You’ve eaten lots and  

grown into an adult, it’s  
time to swim downstream to  

‘the Love Zone’!

the  Party  Zone!

go BACK  
to START

go BACK 3 spaces go BACK 1 space

go BACK  
2 spaces

go BACK  
2 spaces

good work – you hatched

well done,  
you made it out to sea

there was a barrier 
stopping you  
swimming upstream

oh no!  
pests ate your egg :-(

you’ve made it  
back to the river

you avoided being  
eaten by a fish at sea

you dodged being eaten  
by a jellyfish at sea

you’ve found lots of lovely 
vegetation to hide in

mmm, you’ve  
lots of lovely  
bugs to eat!

nearly there!  
it’s the new moon 
and you’ve only  
ONE roll to go...

you’re a happy 
little egg :-)

you were a snack  
for a predotor, but it  
was hungry, so you only  

sadly, you were caught by 
a fisherman and became 
a tasty whitebait patty

yuck! you swam into 
pollution in the river

the bank habitat wasn’t 
suitable for spawning 

whitebait

Xstream about freshwater life

whitebait

Xstream about freshwater life

National Īnanga Spawning Education Programme from

Te Whāriki/Early Childhood Education – PART 2b:  Experience

What the game’s about...

This game is based around the life 
cycle of īnanga. You start as an egg, 
hatch, swim out to sea, come back 
to the river, grow into an adult, then 
head back to ‘the Love Zone’ – and 
hopefully lay your own eggs.

How to play...

– you’ll need a dice

– make or find a game counter

– place your counters on the ‘start 
here’ button

– roll the dice and move your 
counter forward that number of 
spaces

– follow any instructions in the 
square you land on

– take turns and keep going until 
the first person gets back to ‘the 
Love Zone’ and wins
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