These straw bales are part of a project —
helping to restore inanga/whitebait spawning. =

Please leave the bales undisturbed.

00000

Connacticiid

Xstream about freshwater life

O

Straw bales have been installed along the banks and will
be monitored until the end of the spawning season. Along
with improving spawning success they will also tell us
exactly where inanga can spawn. This will help us identify
: : : Straw bales are good
the best places for long-term restoration of their spawning Rl B e Ty

habitat. This is vital as whitebait numbers are declining habitat for inanga. Adult
inanga wriggle between

and Inanga are currently listed as ‘At Risk. the bales to lay their eggs
during the high spring
tides*. The eggs are

kept safe until the next
spring tide when they
hatch and the larvae

are washed out to sea

to grow into juvenile
inanga, generically
called ‘whitebait!
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*SPRING TIDE - a tide just after a new or
full moon, when there is the
greatest difference between

high & low water
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?-—!g@ You may have seen the straw bales on the banks of this waterway
over the summer/autumn months. These bales were part of a project
aimed at halting the declining numbers of inanga/whitebait.

One of the main reasons for declining inanga numbers is the loss

of suitable bank habitat for egg laying. The straw bales provided

a temporary place for inanga to spawn in areas where the eggs
wouldn’t have survived otherwise. This has helped identify these
areas that need long-term bank restoration/maintenance to restore
spawning success for generations of inanga to come.
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